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1-Page Story of 
the Drought



Scenario Time Point 1:  1st Year of 
Drought

Focus: North Platte NRD

U.S. Drought Monitor at peak severity in Nebraska (August 6)



Snowpack is 
30% of 

normal in 
headwaters 

of the 
North Platte 

River in 
Wyoming.

Multiple fires 
cause over 

50,000 acres to 
burn in Garden 

County. Crescent 
Lake Wildlife 

Refuge & 
thousands of 

cattle are at risk. 
Volunteer Fire 
Departments 
experiencing 

strain. 

Scottsbluff 
municipal 

pump failure.  
Repair takes 3 
days. Loss of 

6MG 
pumping 
capacity.

West Nile 
outbreak.  

185 clinical 
cases 

reported 
across the 

NRD.

Hay 
hotline 
used as 
pasture 

conditions 
continue 

to suffer & 
hay prices 
increase.

North Platte NRD

30 day streak 
of temps over 
100 oF ends. 

People & 
animals suffer 

heat stress.

Poor 
pasture 

conditions 
lead to 

culling of 
herds. 

Reduced 
rain fed 

crop yields 
projected.

A B

A B C D E F G

C D E F H

Ground water 
levels decline 
& wells test 
positive for 

nitrate 
impairments.
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Scenario Time Point 1:  Spatial Maps of 
Impacts
Wildfire danger Ground water levels & water quality



Scenario Time Point 1:
Days over 100 degrees F



Scenario Time Point 2:  4th Year of 
Drought

Focus: North, Twin, & Central Platte NRDs

U.S. Drought Monitor at peak severity in Nebraska (September 26)



Reduction 
of cranes 
and loss 

of tourism 
revenue.

Dust storm 
on I-80. 
Multiple 
vehicle 

accidents, 
including 
haz-mat.  

I-80 closes. 

Lake 
McConaughy 
falls to 20% 

capacity.

Increased 
food pantry 

visits in 
Scottsbluff 
due to lack 
of food in 

rural areas.

Power outages 
occur in 

Kearney as 
demand 

increases from 
hot weather.  

West Nile 
outbreak.  

1236 clinical 
cases 

reported 
across the 

NRD.
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Heatwave 
causes stress to 

people & 
animals.  High 

water 
temperatures 

cause fish kills.
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North, Twin, &
Central Platte NRDs

Domestic wells 
run dry and/or 

test positive 
for nitrate 

impairments.



Scenario Time Point 2:  Spatial Maps of 
Impacts
Wildfire danger Ground water levels & water quality



Scenario Time Point 2:
Days over 100 degrees F



Scenario Time Point 3:  5th Year of 
Drought

Focus: All Platte NRDs

U.S. Drought Monitor at peak severity in Nebraska (April 1)



Snowpack 
is 10% of 
normal in 

the 
headwaters 

of the 
North 
Platte.

Lake 
McConaughy 
is essentially 

dry. 

Municipal & 
Rural water 

supply & water 
quality issues 

continue. 
Lincoln & 

Omaha under 
critical water 

shortages.

Fire at 
Mahoney 
State Park 
over Labor 

Day 
weekend, 
threatens 

100s of 
visitors.

West Nile 
outbreak.  

1483 
clinical 
cases 

reported 
across the 

NRD.

Wildfire near 
Cedar Point 
while UNL 

students are 
present for 
field work.
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High 
temperatures 

in Lincoln 
cause 15 heat 
related illness 

at the 
Cornhusker 

State Games.
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All Platte NRDs
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Winter wheat 
crop 

decimated, 
reports of 
prevented 
planting of 

irrigated crop 
land. 
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Scenario Time Point 3:  Spatial Maps of 
Impacts
Wildfire danger Ground water levels & water quality



Scenario Time Period 3:
Days over 100 degrees F


